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Dezeen's top interiors trends of 2020
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Continuing Dezeen’s review of 2020, reporter Natasha Levy has selected some of the
biggest interiors trends of 2020, including Covid-safe spaces, curtains and unusual
bathrooms.



Curtains

Several architects and designers were drawn to incorporating curtains in projects this
year. Arhitektura d.o.o enclosed the living area of a Slovenian apartment with shiny
silver curtains, helping its inhabitants feel cosier and closed-off.



Ater Architects made the floor plan of a Kyiv apartment more flexible by replacing
walls with cobalt-blue drapes that stretch from floor to ceiling. Architecture studio
Azab did the same in a Bilbao apartment, but opted to use paler sky-blue curtains.

Serie Architects also suspended bronze chainmail curtains above the kitchen of a
Mumbai restaurant to make it look more like a stage — and focus diners’ attention on
the theatricality of cooking.




OSB

This year, there’s been an increasing appreciation of oriented strand board (OSB) - a
type of engineered timber that’s made by compressing strips of wood in particular
directions.

The material is already extensively used in building construction as preliminary
sheathing for floors, walls or roofs, but a growing number of architects and designers
have come to like its aesthetic qualities.

Some used OSB sparingly; design studio CATS, for example, employed the wood to
make display plinths and shelves for a lifestyle store in Nanjing. Others went all out -
Italian architect Francesca Perani lined the entire interior of a 25-square-metre guest
cabin with OSB in hopes it would imbue the space with "a sense of warm comfort”.

Architects Juan Alberto Andrade and Maria José Vascones then made an OSB meeting
room for an open-plan office in Ecuador, while Studio Edwards fabricated yellow-
framed OSB work pods for a vacant warehouse in Melbourne.

For the revamp of a home in Spain, architecture studio La Erreria also set bedrooms
inside gabled OSB boxes.



Rustic style

Against the turbulent backdrop of 2020, readers this year seemed to find comfort in
warm, rustic-looking spaces.

One of the most popular interiors projects this year was architect Timothy Mercier’s
conversion of a French farm building into a home for his parents, which he decorated
with pieces he found in a Parisian flea market.

Readers also loved architect Martin Skocek’s update of a Slovakian family home,
which he lined with time-worn bricks, and Olson Kundig's cosy, self-designed cabin,
which is furnished with leather sofas, patterned rugs and wood burners.




Cinema

Several projects this year took cues from the realm of film as architects and designers
indulged their inner cinephile.

Tasked with creating "out of this world” interiors, Atelier Caracas modelled a
Venezuelan day spa after Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey. Each of the spa’s
treatment rooms features porthole windows that are meant to resemble the movie’s
sentient artificial intelligence character, HAL 9000.

Over in Beijing, Xiaoxi Xiong designed an office to have the same "warm sense of the
future” that's depicted in sci-fi flick Her. Masquespacio also referenced a scene from
Playtime, a1967 film directed by Jacques Tati, to create a whimsical co-working space
in Valencia.

Other designers sought inspiration from the small screen. Examples include Vinki Li,
who based a bar in Guangzhou off of the TV show Mad Men, decorating it with retro
props like typewriters and rotary dial telephones.



Renderings

As the coronavirus pandemic and stay-at-home orders brought ordinary life to a
standstill, many architects and interior designers used renderings as a means of
escapism.



Child Studio unveiled images of a fictitious, white-washed seaside villa called Casa
Plenaire, which is meant to serve as a "hideaway for the lockdown world”. Sivak &
Partners then envisioned a glass-fronted hotel suite in Odessa that would have
uninterrupted ocean views.

Meanwhile, creatives Charlotte Taylor and Nicholas Préaud dreamt up Casa Atibaia,
an imaginary riverside house in Sao Paulo that draws on the modernist architectural
style of Lina Bo Bardi.

Siblings Davit and Mary Jilavyan also made-up an entire residential community called
Sonora Art Village. Designed to feel "far from grey reality”, the made-up village would
be populated by vivid pink, orange, purple and yellow homes.



Murals

Eye-catching murals made several appearances in interiors projects this year. Rolling
hills and twisting trees feature in the verdant mural that artist Abel Macias created for
lifestyle brand Flamingo Estate’s L.os Angeles pop-up, while the fresco Matthieu Cosse
fashioned for France’s Le CouCou hotel depicts owls soaring above mountain peaks,

Visual artist Alicja Biala included flowers, birds and strange mythical creatures in the
super-sized mural she produced for an MVRDV-designed building in Wroclaw, which
stretches 500-square-metres across the ceiling and walls.

Not everyone opted for the medium of paint - design duo Folklore used over 1,000
pieces of glass and ceramic to make a geometric mural for a swimming pool in Sweden.



